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STATE BUDGET 2011–12 — NON-GOVERNMENT COMMUNITY SECTOR SUPPORT 

302. Mr A.J. SIMPSON to the Premier: 

I understand that the 2011–12 budget contains over $1 billion of new money for the social and community 
sector, with the most significant component being $604 million for initiatives by non-government agencies in the 
community sector. Can the Premier please advise the house of this unprecedented funding commitment by this 
government? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

I thank the member for Darling Range for his question. No doubt a major feature of the budget was an 
unprecedented allocation of funding to the not-for-profit community sector. That has never happened in the 
state’s history. That sector has been seeking such support from government for a number of years, and it took the 
Liberal–National government to listen and to deliver. I am immensely proud of the ministers involved in making 
that decision. It is a historic decision.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Is it $600 million this year, or across the forward estimates? It is the forward estimates, I think.  

The SPEAKER: Order, Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The only people who have grizzled about this important social policy have been the Labor 
Party and the unions. Everyone else has applauded it. On Friday afternoon, with the Minister for Mental Health 
and the Minister for Child Protection, I attended a meeting with the chief executive officers and the chairs of 
nearly 300 organisations that will benefit from this funding. Not one person expressed complaint. Some wanted 
to know details, but there was universal acclaim for something that those organisations have sought for years. I 
have to say that in my job as Premier, I have never felt as proud of this government as I did on that Friday 
afternoon. 

The payment of the $604 million is across the board. It is in areas of health, disability, mental health, domestic 
violence, Aboriginal programs, and suicide prevention—across all areas. Some have seemed to suggest that this 
is some transfer of functions from government to the not-for-profit sector. There might well be good reasons for 
that to happen in the future. Indeed, in the disability area, two-thirds of government funding is actually 
distributed through not-for-profit organisations to those who need assistance. But the $604 million is a payment 
on top of existing contracts—no transfer, no change. Indeed, all these 300-plus organisations, across all their 
contracts with the state government, will, on 1 July, get an immediate 15 per cent increase in funding. On 
average, there will be a 25 per cent increase overall. But the second 10 per cent component will vary from 
organisation to organisation as contracts are examined and modernised. Part of that will be to reduce the number 
of contracts and the burden of compliance, accountability and reporting, and to stop duplication. Some 
organisations, for example, Anglicare, might have 30 or 40 different agreements and contracts. If we can reduce 
those to a limited number, that will save everyone and will ensure that that spending gets to people in need of 
assistance in our community. 

To give some indication of the scale of what we are talking about, there will be $604 million in funding—a lot of 
money—and a 15 per cent immediate increase, which is also a lot of money. I will talk just about the initial 
15 per cent increase in funding that will come on 1 July, and I will share with the house some examples. Activ 
Foundation—all members would know Activ Foundation well—will get an increase in funding on 1 July of 
15 per cent, or an extra $4 million. That is the scale of what we are doing as a government.  

Rocky Bay in my electorate, which deals with some of the most severely disabled people in our community, will 
receive more than $2 million. My Ngala: Parenting with Confidence community service, which supports young 
mothers, will receive around $350 000. The Nyoongar Patrol in the member for Perth’s electorate, which does 
great work—this might bring some positive response from him—will immediately receive around $80 000 in 
extra funding.  

Mr J.N. Hyde: Well done.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Valued Independent People headquarters which, I think, operates out of the member 
for Girrawheen’s electorate —  

Ms M.M. Quirk: No they don’t.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It operates there and in other areas, Nollamara in particular, and will receive nearly 
$400 000. Therapy Focus will receive about an extra $1 million; Pilbara and Kimberley Care, another $200 000. 
This funding will reach more than 300 organisations.  

The reason for this funding is not of an industrial nature, as the unions and some of the Labor Party people seem 
to see it; this increase in funding is so that those organisations can continue to provide and improve quality 
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services to those in need. Most of them will use most of this money to improve the pay and conditions of the 
people they employ, although not simply for that reason. For example, parents with a severely disabled child will 
have continuity of care and of a carer, which is critical to the whole fabric of those families.  

I recently visited the Senses Foundation, the Cerebral Palsy Association of Western Australia and other groups. 
At the Cerebral Palsy Association the point was made to me that a child with cerebral palsy, which is probably 
the most prominent of the disabilities, often has multiple disabilities. One young mother there said, “My life is 
entirely about making appointments for my daughter to have all the related therapy and services she requires.” 
This funding will allow the Cerebral Palsy Association to employ specialists in related areas. This mother and 
her daughter will be able to receive a multiplicity of care and therapies. That is what this is about.  

I congratulate all the ministers in this government, who worked individually. The funding covers a wide range of 
portfolios. In pulling it together the Treasurer has delivered to this state probably one of the most significant 
social benefits and social policies Western Australia has ever seen. As we said at the time of the last election, 
this would be a government that is not only good at economic development, big projects and the like; this would 
be a government that also shows care and passion for those in our community most in need. 

Point of Order 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Premier was quoting figures in relation to various grants for various organisations 
from what appeared to be an official document. Under standing orders, I request he table the document he is 
quoting from.  

The SPEAKER: I would need to see the document. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! My observation is that the Premier also provided a lot of information off the top of 
his head.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is not an official document; it is notes on the policy. My hesitancy to table it is that the 
final grants to some of those organisations might not be exactly the numbers I mentioned. I would hate a figure 
of $350 000, for example, to go out that ended up being $340 000. They are broadly indicative figures.  

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: But, what I will do is provide members with information, as those grants are adjusted, on 
the increases in funding for the organisations in their electorates. 
 


